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Thevanceptions of
Fu ({X), Pi (H), Heing (#1) in Chinese Poetry
Kao Pao-Kuang
Professor of Chinese

The poems in the Classic of Poetry (35f%) can be classified according to
their different styles, i. e. Fu, Pi and IHsing. These three conceptions are very
important in the understanding of Chinese poetry. But there are different
opinions about them, and many violent controversies have occured over this
question. I think that these three conceptions were the three general princi-
ples made up by later Shih Ching (Z&) scholars as criteris to handle the
variegated subject-matter and forms of expression of the poems in Shih
Ching (##&). Their proper definitions and functions may be stated as
follows.

(1) Fu (50 is the type which directly describes external conditions to
express feelings. Its form can be further divided into three classes.

a. Fu as an art form directly describing human affairs in order to express
feelings.

b. Fu as an art form directly describing external scenery in order to
express feelings.

c¢. Fu as an art form directly describing both events and things in order
to express feelings.

(2) Pi (}t) is the second type which is based on the principle of
association. Its aim is to wuse external physical things and by analogy to
represent human emotions, ideas and activities. We may also divide it into
three different types according to its functions.

a. Pi as an art form objectifying human emotions and ideas.

b. Pi as an art form using things as symbols to exaggerate the subject-

matter of poems, to reinforce its power of expression and communication.



wa
X

96 g R = % - R

A9 LA AN A RN RS RGN R K0 L) TR I T ) S B R Kl T A M Tl

c. Pi as an art form using analogy with external things to express poetic
sentiments.

(8) Hsing (#) is the third type of employing things that have no concern,
or some concern with their subject-matter to inspire poetical feelings, or to
make use of things that represent the original stimuli of the poems in order
to add to poetical effects, Its division may also be briefly stated as follows:

a. Hsing as an art form employs things that have no concern with the
poetic themes to stimulate inspiration.

b. Hsing as an art form employs things that have some concern with the
poetic themes to stimulate inspiration, '

¢. Hsing as an art form employs things that represent the original stimuli
of poems in order to add to poetical effects.

The above are my interpretation of Fu, Pi, and Hsing. I have arrived at
theme through the processes of analysis and synthesis. I hope this very con-

troversial problem in Chinese poetry can thus be summarily settled.



